HANDWASHI NG new wat er-saving technology introduced in Rwanda

M nisante, the Mnistry of Health of Rwanda, is promoting the Canacla, a
new i ndividual and public hand-washing technology. It conprises of a small
pot that is fitted with a water flushing nechanism simlar to that used in
i ndoor toilets. The wuser |ifts a self-closing lever with their wists,
thus elimnating contamination that can occur when using taps and also
saving water. For a single hand wash using an ordinary tap, a person can
easily use 2 litres of water, conpared to 0.03 litres when using the
Canacl a.

The Canacla was chosen for a trial in 2004 in Mnisante after consulting
with experts from the Wrld Health Organization (WHO. Mnistry enployees
also starting using the Canacla at hone. The results were so encouraging
that Mnisante is distributing a hundred Canacla sanples to hospitals
around the country. Mnisante also plans to launch a nedia canmpaign to
pronote the nethod. At the sane time the ministry wants to bring down the
cost of the Canacla, from the present RW 10,000 (EUR 12.80) for the
conventional clay nodel, to RW 1,000 (EUR 1.28). There is already plastic
version available for RW 2,000 (EUR 2.56).

The Canacla was invented by Vanhercke, son of Dr Ben Vanhercke, a Belgian
doctor in Dakar, Senegal, where it was first used. The Bel gian NGO Courants
NS Solidaires is supporting the production of the Canacla in Mrocco.

Web site: Courants Solidaires - Le Canacl a

Vi deo: see how the Canacl a works on YouTube

Contact: Philbert Cza, Mnistry of Health, Rwanda,
hitp: 77w, moh.gov. rw cont act” htnl}, ymai |t o:info@moh. gov.rw
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