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Plate 60. Plant for crushing and 
screening  ltering media showing 
“saggars” before crushing for 
wastewater treatment plant in 
Leeds around 1900–1905 
(Photo: Raikes, 1908)
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Year Event Factor Outcome Organisational
change Stakeholders

1694
First piped water 
supply

1800

Around 2,000 
houses supplied; 
most still rely on 
wells, boreholes and 
river water (River 
Aire)

1832
Cholera outbreak in 
which 700 die

Lack of sewerage/
clean water

1832

Report on outbreak 
by Robert Baker 
is sent to Home 
Secretary

Shows clear link 
between disease 
and poor drainage

Report shelved None
Robert Baker, Home 
Secretary

1832
Reform Bill grants 
Leeds two MPs

Two Leeds MPs City

1835

The Municipal 
Reform Act allows 
the  rst elected 
council to take 
of  ce

First elected council City/MPs

1841

Leeds Waterworks 
Company 
discontinues use of 
Aire for drinking 
water

Pollution of the Aire

1842
Leeds Improvement 
Act

Power to build 
sewerage scheme; 
£100,000 city debt 
limit

1846
–

1849

Council decision 
to adopt sewerage 
scheme

Public health
Scheme delayed 
(debt limit prevents 
 nancing)

City

1849
National cholera 
outbreak in which 
2,000 die in Leeds

Lack of sewerage/
clean water

1850
Sewerage system 
initiated

Sewerage system 
completed 1855

City

Table 34. Key long-term decisions on Leeds water and sewerage services
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Year Event Factor Outcome Organisational
change Stakeholders

1852

Leeds Waterworks 
Company bought by 
Leeds Corporation 
(for ¼ million 
pounds)

Failure to expand 
water system 
suf  ciently; need to 
develop sewerage

Municipalisation City

1899

Compulsory for 
dwellings to be 
connected to 
sewers

Public health City

1974

Responsibility for 
water and sewerage 
transferred to new 
Yorkshire Water 
Authority; agency 
agreement made 
with Leeds Council 
to run sewerage 
operations

Economies of scale; 
more effective 
integration
through river-basin 
management

Nationalisation (and 
large merger)

National
government, 
Yorkshire Water 
Authority, City

1983

Removal of 
Leeds Council 
representation on 
Yorkshire Water 
Authority

Removal of 
Leeds Council 
representation on 
Yorkshire Water 
Authority

National
government

1989
Privatisation of 
Yorkshire Water

Conservative 
ideology; investment 
needs from EU 
directives

Stock market 
 otation of 
Yorkshire Water

National
government

1997

Termination by 
Yorkshire Water of 
agency arrangement 
with Leeds Council 
for sewerage 
operations

Yorkshire Water

2000
Mutualisation
proposal (rejected)

Various
Yorkshire Water, 
consumers/NGOs, 
Ofwat, government

Sources: 
http://www.leeds-uk.com/history.htm
http://www.leeds365.co.uk/briefhistory1.htm
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Plate 61. Lendel water 
tower in Leeds, England, 
dating back to the 
14th century, in more 
recent years used as the 
headquarters of York 
Waterworks, purchased by 
Yorkshire Water in 1999 
(Photo: Yorkshire Water)


